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DR. JESSICA RICKERT RECEIVES ACCESS
RECOGNITION AWARD FROM THE
AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION!!!

Member dentist, Dr. Jessica A. Rickert, has received the 2005 Access Recognition Award
from the American Dental Association. The award honors individuals who have
demonstrated leadership and inspiration in gaining access to dental care for those in need.

Dr. Rickert is a member of the Prairie Band Pottawatomie Nation, and is the first female
American Indian dentist in the United States. A 1975 graduate of the University of
Michigan Dental School, Dr. Rickert initially practiced general dentistry in Southeastern
Michigan and was director of the Dental Clinic at the Children’s Aid Society in Detroit.
She moved with her husband and three children to the Traverse City, Michigan area in
1982, opening a dental office in nearby Interlochen.

Dr. Rickert’s book, Exploring Careers in Dentistry, was published in 1983. It is
designed to encourage high school students to pursue careers as a dentist, dental hygienist
or dental assistant. Dr. Rickert also answers dental questions in her monthly column
“Ask the Dentist” that appears in The Prairie Band Pottawatomie Nation News and
several other Native American publications. She is a member of the Society of American
Indian Dentists, the Michigan Urban Indian Health Council, and she provides advice to
tribal leaders and Indian health clinics around the country.

Dr. Rickert is also a member and past president of the Resort District Dental Society in
northwest Michigan, and she remains active in dental education programs in area schools,
as well as a local community outreach program, “Toothville”. She is a member of the
American Dental Society, the American Association of Women Dentists and the
Michigan Dental Association, and she has served on the MDA Public Relations
Committee.

As an active member of her community, she has served as a coach in girls’ sports, the
Traverse City Area Public Schools Music Boosters, High School Athletic Boosters,
Parent-Teacher Organizations, the Interlochen Chamber of Commerce, the Girl Scouts of
America and the Boy Scouts of America.

Dr. Rickert received the ADA Access Recognition Award at the Resort District Dental
Society Holiday Dinner on December 10, 2005. The award was presented by Dr. Rob
Lovell, Trustee for the Michigan Dental Association.

For more information, contact: Dr. Rob Lovell, 550 Munson Ave., Traverse City, MI
49686, (231)935-8461 or on the web at AccessDental@chartermi.net

JESSICA,




WE ARE VERY PROUD TO HAVE YOU AS A MEMBER, FRIEND,
AND COLLEAGUE!!!

THANK YOU FOR CONTRIBUTING SO GREATLY TO OUR
COMMUNITY AND TO OUR PROFESSION!!!

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY ACCESS CARE

The Community Health Clinic is pleased with the response we have received for
volunteers to help with our new programs to address the needs of the working poor. If
you have not yet filled out and returned your response sheet, please do it as soon as
possible. We still can use more volunteers.

Dr. Dave Swan, and Linda Rasmussen RN (the nurse practioner who is coordinating the
program at the clinic) will be at the table clinics meeting in Feb to discuss the program
and answer questions you may have. Please keep in mind that what we are attempting to
do is a work in progress. We are very open to ideas and suggestions that you have that
might help to make it successful. We are also very thankful for the generous spirit of
our Resort District Dental Society members.

If you have questions or concerns or want more information about the program, please
feel free to call Linda at the clinic at 935-0669. She is very excited and committed to this
project and would love to hear from you. Keep up your great work and pride in our
profession!

Thank you to Dr. Don Piche and our Resort District members for their charitable efforts
to help our community access dental care.

RDDS TEAM BUILDING EVENT WITH CATHY
JAMESON, PHD

On January 27, 2006, the Resort District Dental society will be presenting “The X
Factor: The Aesthetics of the First Class Dental Team” with Cathy Jameson, PHD.
This is a team building event for the entire dental staff that illustrates the ways that we
can emphasize excellence in every area of our work. Discover creative and unique ways
to give your practice and your team distinction in the marketplace as Cathy uncovers new
and innovative ways to develop class and style in all that you do. This event will be held
at the Dennos Museum on Friday, January 27, 2006 from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Those
attending will be awarded 6 CEU’s. Tuition is $130 for doctors and $65 for staff. As
noted in the mailing, deadline is January 19"™. Register by sending checks payable to the
Resort District Dental Society c/o Dr. Scott O. Schulz, 4952 Skyview Court, Suite B,
Traverse City, MI  49684.  Questions:  (231)929-3200, or on the web at
schulzortho@sbcglobal.net.

CLINICAL PEARLS EVENT DATE CHANGE

Please note that the date of our 2™ Annual RDDS Education Series “Clinical Pearls”
event has been changed to Tuesday, February 21, 2006, from 6-8 PM at the Waterfront.



This event is open to all RDDS member, staff, dental labs, NMC dental personnel, and
dental vendors. If you have a technique or skill that you do better than anyone else, here
is your chance to show what you do. We are encouraging everyone’s participation, so
please consider presenting a table clinic, laptop presentation, or poster abstract. Tuition
is $40 for doctors and $7 for staff/lab with 2 hours of CE credit being awarded to
attendees. There will be door prizes, cocktails, and a heavy appetizer buffet. RSVP by
February 14™ to Dr. Wayne Olsen at (231) 946-3512.

STUDY CLUBS AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
FOR OUR MEMBERS

I just read a great update sent out by member endodontist Dr. Richard Johnson detailing
current endodontic recommendations and antibiotic protocols. Dr. Joe Amalfitano has
sent periodontal updates in the past. Dr. Jeff Link organized an outstanding dental study
group, bringing multiple speakers of varying disciplines to our area. Dr. Dave Swan and
Dr. Joe Amalfitano have both ran quality implant study clubs in the past. Dr. Bill
Northway has independently brought several speakers and programs to our region. Dr.
Wayne Olsen has spent a lot of time speaking at offices and for the hygiene association,
as well as being an integral part of a laser symposium and other major continuing
education events. Angela Purdy of Patterson Dental is currently featuring a dental study
group with an emphasis on new dental materials and her first presentation is a forum on
lasers. All of these programs have afforded our members great opportunities to explore
current trends in dentistry while networking with other professionals in the area. Are
there others? Let me know if I can give you exposure to our membership. Better yet,
bring details to the “Clinical Pearls” meeting in February.  Thanks to those
aforementioned for taking the time and effort to bring such opportunities to our members.
It is the efforts of such individuals that help to make northwestern Michigan such a great
place to practice dentistry.

FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY PRESENTATION

On Saturday, March 18, 2006,the RDDS and the NDHS are co-sponsoring the
continuing education program, "Forensic Odontology - CSI comes to TC!” at
the Haggerty Center. This course will focus on the dental aspects of crime scene and
forensic investigation. Dental practitioners have a unique ability to record much of
the information necessary to aid in the identification, location and safe recovery of
missing patients, especially children. Information can be easily collected during a routine
dental visit. Topics will include: keeping accurate dental records, DNA collection and
preservation, and the protocol for release of information. Actual case studies will be
vividly presented. Dr. Start is the forensic pathologist and medical investigator for
Northwest Michigan. Dr. Duke 1is an army specialist with international
expertise in forensic odontology. Registration is 8-8:30AM with the course running from
8:30-2:00pm. A light snack will be provided and 5 CEUs will be earned by attendees.
Reservation deadline is March 4, 2006. Look for your registration flyer in the mail.
NDHS members are free, RDDS members $75, all others are $75. To register, contact
Beth Chislea, RDH at 231-275-5982 for registration questions.



BUSINESS MEETING IN APRIL

The annual RDDS business meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 7, 2006 with time and
place TBA. This is our “state of” the RDDS meeting with a review of finances, election
of officers, Trustee report, and discussion of current society issues. All RDDS members
are encouraged to attend and provide input.

MICHIGAN DENTAL FOUNDATION

The Michigan Dental Foundation is the philanthropic arm of the Michigan Dental
Association. The Foundation raises funds to be distributed in the form of scholarships to
dental, dental hygiene and dental assistant students; access to care grants; and oral health
care

initiatives. Some of the fundraising activities include a car raffle and a golf outing in
conjunction with the MDA annual sessions. The MDA is encouraging member support
for this charitable effort and further information can be obtained from Grace Curcuru,
DDS, the Secretary of the Michigan Dental Foundation. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact her at the MDA. Thank you for your support of the Michigan
Dental Foundation.

TOOTHVILLE 2006: MORE ACCESS TO
DENTAL CARE

Toothville 2006 is scheduled for Saturday, February 11" from 10am-12pm at the
Traverse City Library. Toothville is FREE to all children 0-18 years of age. Radio,
television, and newspaper coverage of the event is anticipated again this year. We will be
providing  dental screenings, orthodontic  evaluations, dental education,
oral hygiene instruction, diet and nutrition counseling, and infant care and nursing
counseling. Balloon animals, face painting, oral care product bags,
and story time will also be provided free of charge. Maybe even the Tooth Fairy will
make an appearance! Approximately 300 children are served by Toothville volunteers
each year.

Sponsorship is by Angela Purdy, RDDS, NDHS, NMC RDA School, and others.
Thanks to the sponsors for their many contributions. The length of time has been
shortened this year to better utilize our volunteers. Setup begins at 9 AM, doors open at
10 AM, and the event will conclude at 12 noon. For more information or to volunteer
your time, contact Jamie or Jen Van Wingen at 275-5982.

NEW DENTIST FEATURE
Dr. Jason Hall



Jason Hall is a native of Northern Michigan, growing up in Manton where he attended
Manton Consolidated High School. After high school, Jason studied biology and
chemistry at Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. He then was
accepted at the University Of Michigan School Of Dentistry, followed by an orthodontic
residency at the University of Michigan with emphasis on the Tweed philosophy, pre-
adjusted appliances, and early treatment modalities.

Jason is a member of the American Association of Orthodontics, the Michigan Society of
Orthodontics, the American Dental Association, and the Michigan Dental Association.

In his leisure, Jason enjoys fishing, hunting, camping, snowmobiling, enjoying the
outdoors of Michigan, supporting Michigan Athletics, and spending time with family and
friends. He is also celebrating his recent engagement to Dr. Angela Santini, a dentist
currently practicing in Iron Mountain, Michigan. Jason is currently practicing at
Northway Orthodontics in Traverse City.

WELCOME TO THE RESORT DISTRICT, JASON!!!

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RECENT
ENGAGEMENT!!!

ANY MEMBERS THAT HAVE OR KNOW OF EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR DENTISTS IN OUR AREA, PLEASE
LET US KNOW AS IT SOUNDS LIKE WE WILL SOON BE
%ELE’O’]’”ING ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL INTO OUR



